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By Hamish Boland-Rudder

Intern reporter

When a group of five burly 
Australian males take the stage 
at a music show, the last thing 
you anticipate is a classic Ko-
rean pop song performed in per-
fect harmony. 

But that is exactly the type of 
unexpected performance Aus-
tralian a cappella group Suade 
hope will get them noticed on 
the Korean music scene.

Suade completed their third 
trip to Korea last week with 
performances on KBS television 
and at the Grand Hyatt Hotel 
for a large Australia Day func-
tion, and already have plans to 
return for a longer tour in Octo-
ber.

Suade formed 10 years ago 
in Melbourne. The current line-
up features brothers Chris and 
Laurence Blain singing tenor 
and baritone, respectively, Rory 
Osman singing bass, Ian Nisbet 
as tenor and countertenor, and 
Rob Latham covering all vocal 
ranges.

Their first tour to Korea in 
2009 happened by mistake, 
after a festival they were sup-
posed to attend was cancelled. 
Having already booked tickets, 
the group decided to come any-
way and explore the local Ko-
rean music scene.

“We got here and we were 
just absolutely blown away,” 
said Laurence (Loz) Blain. “It’s 
absolutely amazing, I don’t think 
there’s anything like it anywhere 
else in the world ... You can see 
music constantly, the arts are 
just flourishing here.”

With their eyes opened to 
the thriving world of K-pop, 
Suade quickly discovered that 
although they struggled to com-

pete vocally with the superior 
Korean a cappella groups, their 
advantage was their unique-
ness. 

“The difference that we bring 
is that we’re just all about go-
ing crazy and having fun and 
tripping each other up on stage. 
It’s a kind of loose, and slightly 
manic and crazy vibe that I 
think is really uncommon over 
here,” said Loz. “We tend to act 
a bit more like we’re at the pub 
than we’re on a big stage.” 

Trading off their cheeky Aus-
tralian character, Suade mix 
strong vocals with a theatrical, 
comedic performance that in-
cludes slapstick humor, musical 
parodies and melodies of popu-
lar songs in both English and 
Korean, including the classic 
Korean pop hit “Magic Castle.”

“The music’s just gorgeous 
and we really like the song,” 
said Loz. “But then somehow 
we had the idea that it might 
be really fun to mix that up 
with the Wonder Girls tune 
‘Nobody’ and bust out all the K-
pop dance moves and stuff like 
that. And that’s a riot.”

“The nice thing about Suade 
is that it’s really varied,” said 
Chris Blain, who also serves 
as the group’s musical direc-
tor. “Even within one show we 
can have 10 different genres of 
music and be really comfort-
able stepping into the different 
shoes.”

The five men have toured 
together through Australia and 
many parts of Asia, but are 
enamored with the amount of 
support for pop music in Korea 

and recognize the unique oppor-
tunities that exist here.

“Korea is sort of becoming 
our home abroad. We’re tour-
ing lots of places but we always 
seem to come back to Korea in 
a middle,” said Loz, adding that 
Suade have considered mak-
ing a more permanent base 
for themselves in Seoul. “It’s 
definitely something that we’ve 
talked about. 

“There’s just so much happen-
ing, you know. There’s so much 
going on in so many different 
areas.

Every venue that you go to 
has equipment beyond our wild-
est dreams. As a musician or an 
artist, the set-up here is phe-
nomenal.”

The group is learning more 
Korean with each trip, and hope 

to expand their repertoire of 
K-pop songs for their next visit. 
They believe it is important to 
know the meaning of any Ko-
rean song that they sing.

“To us, singing is really about 
communication,” said Loz. “So if 
we’re going to be singing in an-
other language we really feel like 
we do need to understand what 
we’re singing all of the time so 
that we can communicate.”

And while Suade plan to con-
tinue entertaining audiences 
across Korea with an Aussie-
inspired, boisterous show when 
they return in October, they are 
also hoping to use some of the 
lessons they have learned from 
Korean groups and possibly 
introduce some K-pop music to 
audiences back home. 
(hamish.bolandrudder@gmail.com)
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SAN LUIS OBISPO, Califor-
nia — A U.S. processor’s mis-
sion to turn a 45-million-year-
old yeast into an ingredient for 
beer has proven successful — 
and now he hopes to grow his 
operation locally.

Raul Cano, a California Poly-
technic biology professor, discov-
ered the yeast in amber that came 
from Myanmar, which was pre-
viously known as Burma, while 
conducting research in the 1990s.

Cano gained international 
recognition at the time for his 
discovery that microorganisms 
could be brought back to life 
by extracting them from am-
ber found in Myanmar, North 
America and Central America.

The microorganisms are able 
to lay dormant for long periods 
of time without air or food.

Through brewing experi-
ments with collaborators, Cano 
has been able to take strains 
of yeast from the ancient am-
ber and grow them. And he 
was interested in finding out 
how it could be used in food or 
drinks.

“Beer was the obvious prod-
uct from an organism such as 
yeast,” Cano said. “It was either 
that or bread. But beer seemed 
more adventurous.”

Fossil Fuels Brewing Co., the 
beer company that he’s formed 
with partners Chip Lambert, 
Joe Kelley and Scott Bonzell, 
now produces beer for sale pri-
marily in Northern California 
bars and pubs.

Cano also has made the beer 
available for sale at Gennaro’s 
Grill and Garden in San Luis 
Obispo, California — where he’s 
a partner.

Fossil Fuels Brewing Co. has 

used Cano’s initial extraction 
of yeast to grow a much larger 
batch that fills a warehouse in 
Northern California used in the 
beer-making process.

“Our main beer is a wheat 
beer, and we also have a pale 
ale, but we’re really working on 
others, including an amber ale 
and an Oktoberfest,” Cano said.

Of those beers popular in the 
mainstream market, Cano com-
pares the taste most closely to 
that of Blue Moon.

Despite initial skepticism 
from some about the taste the 
beer would produce, Cano says 
the flavor turned out surpris-
ingly good and unique.

Critics have described the 
taste as one with lots of spice, 
resembling cloves, along with 
tinges of ginger and pineapple.

One thing that makes the 
yeast different is its genetic 
makeup — which allows the 

beer to finish with a desirable 
clear color instead of a cloudy 
resolution because of how the 
prehistoric yeast strain fer-
ments sugars, Cano said.

Cano wouldn’t reveal infor-
mation about annual sales, but 
he said the 2-year-old company 
currently produces about 20 
barrels a month — a very small 
amount, but he has high hopes.

He says the biggest chal-
lenges to growing the company 
include continued development 

of quality styles of beers, form-
ing a skilled management team 
and, most importantly, financ-
ing — including proper market-
ing and promotion.

The brewing is done at Kel-
ley Brothers Brewing Co. in the 
town of Manteca, Calif.

“I’d love to get some inves-
tors interested in expanding the 
company,” Cano said.

(McClatchy-Tribune 
Information Services)

Australian quintet dream of K-pop fame
A cappella group Suade perform Korean pop songs with an Aussie twist

WASHINGTON (Reuters) 
— Former Time Magazine re-
porter Jay Carney will become 
President Barack Obama’s new 
top spokesman, White House 
officials said, rounding out 
a staff shake-up spurred by 
Democratic losses in last year’s 
election.    

Bill Daley, Obama’s new 
business-friendly chief of staff, 
announced Carney’s appoint-
ment along with a slew of 
other changes in an e-mail to 
White House staff Thursday.    

Carney, who is currently 
communications director for Vice President Joe Biden, will re-
place Robert Gibbs, an Obama confidant, who said previously he 
would be leaving the White House to give speeches and become 
an outside adviser for Obama’s 2012 re-election campaign. Gibbs 
said in an e-mail that a handover would take place in the next 
few weeks.    

Hallyu star Ryu Si-won, 39, is now the 
father of a baby girl.

The birth comes three months after his 
marriage to Jo Soo-in, 33, on Oct. 26.

Jo gave birth to a healthy baby girl 
around 5:40 p.m. on Jan. 27, his manage-
ment agency said.

Weeks before their wedding, he sur-
prised his fans by saying that he would be 
a father next year.

Ryu debuted in 1994 as a KBS actor and 
has gained popularity for acting in a vari-
ety of dramas. In 2004, he went to Japan 
and earned the status of hallyu star along with Bae Yong-joon.

(swchun@heraldm.com)
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Carney next White House spokesman

Ryu Si-won now father of baby girl

A cappella group Suade — (from left) Ian Nisbet, Rob Latham, Chris Blain, Laurence Blain and Rory Osman — sing a medley at an 
Australia Day function at the Grand Hyatt Seoul on Wednesday.
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Announcements

Republicans Abroad – For sup-
p o r t e r s  o f  t h e  U S A 

Republican Party in Korea and 
other supporters of conservatism. 
Join us as we gear up for the 
2012 presidential elections. Please 
visit out site on Facebook or con-
tact Kurt at kmohay@hotmail.com 
or (010) 8688-9810

The Korean Association of 
Volunteer Interpreters (KAVI) 

is looking for volunteer interpret-
ers who speak any of the follow-
ing languages: English, Chinese, 
Japanese, French, Spanish, 
Russian and others. If you are 
interested, please contact Mr. K.S. 
Park (kspark1229@naver.com or 
(016) 284-2740.

Free Chiro-Pilates consulta-
tion. Anyone who has prob-

lems of spinal balance, suffering 
from back & neck, joints & mus-
cle pain, disc etc. related with 
posture. Free Healthy Postural 
education on Saturdays by App. 
Near exit 6 of Gangnam sub or 
exit 6 of Sin-Nonhyun subway. 
www.seoulchiropracticinfo.com 
App Call (02) 594-2355

The Asian Debate Institute 
(ADI) will be held from Feb. 

10 - 20 at Chung Ang University  
also the home of Australs 2011. 
Learn English debate from the 
best coaches in Asia! Info. and 
registration: http://adi.learndebate.
net/.

The Three Wise Monkeys is 
an independent English lan-

guage media publishing project. 
It is community based so all are 
welcome to get involved: journal-
ists, writers and artists wanted. 
Contact: 3wmseoul@gmail.com 
<mailto:3wmseoul@gmail.com> 

English Worship at Central 
Gate Baptist Church, Dae 

Jeon. We worship and praise 
God every Sunday (from 12:00 
-1:00 pm). Worship service is fol-
lowed by fellowship. Come enjoy 
the presence of God. Call(010-
6351-9464) 

Animals  for  adopt ion –  
Healthy, fully-vaccinated and 

micro-chipped kittens, cats and a 
puppy are all available for adop-
tion. All are rescues! Write to ani-
maladoptioninkorea@yahoo.com 
for more information or to adopt 
any of these darlings. 

English conversation club in 
Gangnam station is looking 

for new members. Age doesn’t 

matter! Email narita006@hanmail.
net or 010-3916-1110. 

Personals

Age 51, an open-minded 
Chinese Malaysian lady, 

speaks English, looking for a 
long-term/serious relationship with 
a foreign man above my age, all 
nationalities are welcomed. 
E-mail: jhch306@gmail.com

A Korean male, 38, who wants 
to make friends (especially 

with native English speaker, sex 
doesn’t matter) let’s exchange 
culture and good humor. If you 
are interested please contact me 
at aussiesit50@hotmail.com

I’m a Korean and English 
teacher with various related 

awards; experienced teaching 
from basic to debate, essay, 
grammar, etc. You’re the best as-
set, so don’t hesitate to advance 
it. (010) 3065-2480

Hello! I’m a one to one trip 
guider of Korea. There are a 

lot of beautiful places and nice 
restaurants. Also, we have abun-
dant special, delicious and 
healthy foods. I can guide you all 
together. I’m a Korean female in 
my early 40s and speak good 

English. If you need help, e-mail 
me. I hope you enjoy our attrac-
tive country a lot. petrvs@hanmail.
net

I am looking for native English 
teacher (focused on speaking 

and writing). I work at the phar-
maceutical department in con-
sulting company. Anyone who 
can teach in various fields 
shouldn’t hesitate to contact me. 
If you are interested, e-mail me 
nogabsoon@hotmail.com.

Are you looking for a teacher 
who is good at the Korean 

language? Here is a Korean male 
who has decent teaching skills, 
and is fluent at English, as well as 
Japanese a little. If you love learn-
ing something so fun and quick, 
please contact me at: ho.byun@
gmail.com ;010-4764-2188 

30+,Well settled/ Good looking 
guy looking for a serious rela-

tionship with lovely local lady. 
Please contact me at wmoris78@
yahoo.com for more details and 
start with a coffee or a drink.

Hi I’m a Korean woman born 
in 1990. I  wanna find 

friends who’d exchange lan-
guages, especially English. And 
I want to talk with people from 

various backgrounds. Contact 
me: catpoke@naver.com

A Korean male, 20, who 
speaks English fluently is 

looking for friends (foreign or 
Korean, male or female). Paju 
and Goyang area are welcome. 
If you are interested, text my cell 
01080305978 

Sports

Do you know Dancesports? 
Waltz,  Tango,  Foxtrot , 

Quickstep, Rumba, Chacha, 
Samba...Can you dance? There’s 
a Dancesports party Saturday 
and Sunday. Why don’t you 
dance together. If interested mail 
me. I can give you party informa-
tion. constans8@hanmail.net

Arirang Taekwondo Club is 
looking for new members. 

We offer classes for beginner 
and advanced adults of all lev-
els. For those interested in 
sports and martial arts, we can 
help you reach your goalsm, 
whatever they may be. All na-
tionalities are welcome. For more 
information, please contact at 
tm3ym@hotmail.com or call 010-
3078-1433. 

The Seoul Survivors Rugby 
Football Club is looking for 

players, aged 14+, to join our 
senior and junior teams. All abili-
ty levels welcome. We train 
Saturdays at Jamwon rugby 
pitch, Seoul, from 10am. Contact 
info@survivorsrfc.com or go to 
www.survivorsrfc.com.

Any Korean amateur baseball 
team looking for an American 

baseball player for the upcoming 
league pitch and play centerfield 
contact # 010-5784-1397

Seoul Flyers Running Club: 
Join us for health and social-

izing. We are foreigners and 
Koreans who get together to run 
every Saturday and Sunday 
mornings in Hangang Park. We 
also meet for social outings. It’s 
fun! Go to www.seoulflyers.com 
for more information. 

Wanted 

Wanted -- F4 visa Filipina 
English teacher, Gwangju, 

Jeonnam Province, (019) 607-
3605

We are looking for a native 
speaker. This is junior 

English academy. On Mondays 
(or Wed.) and 3 classes a day. 

We don’t care about nationality. 
E-mail me with a resume first. 
vickyjjang@hotmail.com. It locat-
ed in GwanAkGu - Sinlim1dong 
(line no.2-sinlim station)

We are currently in need of a 
Korean voice translator 

who can translate or do dubbing 
for English videos into Korean. If 
you’re interested, pls contact 010-
3318-1051 or 010-2266-7977

Looking for a resident in 
Chungmuro. Independent 

room. Fully furnished. Near sub-
way station (2, 3, 4 and 5) & bus 
stop. Quiet neighborhood & one 
of the most convenient areas. 
Need first & last. 017-716-9873 
Call; Chanu

This is Dr. English School. It 
located in Sinlim, Gwanakgu 

(line no.2). We are looking for a 
part time foreigner English 
teacher. (Once a week and ev-
ery Mon, 4 classes a day.) The 
students are elementary school 
students and very kind. If u want 
to work here, please e-mail me 
first with a resume. vickyjjang@
hotmail.com. 

Apple computer tutor want-
ed. I have purchased a 

Mac Book Pro and I am look-

ing for someone to help me 
get the most of it. I am flexible 
with times and place. Happy to 
exchange for language but I 
am no English teacher! E-mail 
darrenv1@hotmail.com.

Korean classes

Want to learn to read and 
write in Korean? I can help 

you with both English and 
Korean by drawing your true in-
terest in the language. Call (010) 
3065-2480

Are you looking for a teacher 
who is good at Korean lan-

guage? Here is a Korean male 
who has a bachelor degree in 
Korean language, and is fluent 
in English, as well as knowing 
Japanese a little. If you would 
like to learn the language with 
fun, please contact me at 
ho.byun@gmail.com ; 010-4764-
2188

FREE Korean class. Right be-
side Sports Complex Station 

in Jamsil (line 2) near COEX exit 
3. Saturday at 11 am-12:40 pm. 
Beginner to Advanced. Please 
contact Daniel at danielbyul.
park@gmail.com or 010-2751-
3498.

Community Bulletin Board

Professor brews beer with 
45-million-year-old yeast

HSINCHU, Taiwan (AFP) 
— China’s most famous philan-
thropist began distributing cash 
in Taiwan on Thursday, the 
first day of a controversial trip 
that has sparked criticism and 
protests from anti-China groups.

Chen Guangbiao, who made 
his fortune recycling construc-
tion materials, handed T$7 
million ($241,000) to charity 
groups in Hsinchu county in 
the island’s north, amid ac-
cusations he was promoting 
reunification with China.

“I don’t know anything about 
propaganda for Chinese re-
unification. I only know about 
charity and environmental 
work. I just want to do good,” 
42-year-old Chen told AFP.

China and Taiwan have 
been separated for more than 
60 years, but Beijing considers 
the island part of its territory 
and has vowed to get it back, 
increasingly by trying to win 
the hearts and minds of the 
Taiwanese population.

Chen’s trip has stirred 
excitement, with one tear-
ful woman saying she had 
traveled from Taipei to Hsin-
chu to ask for money to pay for 
her husband’s funeral. She was 
stopped by police before getting 
near the mainland visitor.

Earlier in Taipei Chen, who 
is well-known in China for his 
flamboyant style of charity, 
held up a wad of T$2,000 notes 
spread out in a fan shape, sur-
rounded by a crowd of photog-

raphers and cameramen.
However, his visit has also 

triggered considerable anger 
among some Taiwanese, with 
one commentator launching 
a diatribe during a talk show 
which Chen took part in via a 
telephone link.

A county government vol-
unteer helping keep order in 
Hsinchu, where the funds are 
being distributed, described 
Chen’s visit as “a propaganda 
ploy for reunification and a 
waste of time.”

According to William Niu, a 
political scientist at the Chi-
nese Culture University in 
Taipei, the mixed reactions to 
Chen’s visit reveal deep-rooted 
cultural differences between 
the two sides.

Chinese tycoon hands 
out cash in Taiwan

Raul Cano, a California Polytechnic State University biology pro-
fessor, turned a 45-million-year-old yeast into an ingredient for 
beer in San Luis Obispo, California.   � San Luis Obispo Tribune/MCT

Chen Guangbiao speaks as 
his charity trip starts in 
Hsinchu, Taiwan, Jan. 27. 
� Xinhua-Yonhap News

Ryu Si-won

Vice President Joe Biden (right) 
works with Communications 
Director Jay Carney on July 8.
� AP-Yonhap News


